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'COUNT THE CHILDREN" OCTOBER 21-26 



Suggested Public Relations Campaign for 10-County Target Area 

PURPOSE; 'Conducf an awareness program to solicit support ffom public to determine numbers of cliildren with special needs 
(0-21) 

SPECIFIC GOAL: Concentrate for media saturation during two-week period; utilize organizations for additional support 

3 * 

I. Media Determine Availability Personal Contacts - Constant Flow Of Inforniation 

A. Newspapers News Stories Before, During, After Pictures 
Features Editorials -Columns Statistics 

Cartoiiiis Space Fillers Advertising Drop Lines 

Public Service Advertisement3 ' ' \ \ 

B. Radio * . . , 
News Interviews -P^iblic Service Spots -Comments— Reminders 

ProggL*ss Reports Statements Explanations ' . . . • 

C. TV . • • 

News Interviews Public Service Spots ' - • 

*» * 

II. Organizational Cooperation ' . ^ 

A. Handbills House-to-House 

(Scouts) Youth Groups Newspapen Delivery-Milk Man— Shopping Bags— Parking Lots-Football Games, etc. 

B. Posters (Local Poster Contest) -Banks-Post Offices— Schools- Factories— Stores-Centers— Churches, etc. 

C. Public Events Announcements Posters , ' . , . 

D. Churches Bulletin Notices Announcements- Sermons ' . 
t. Civic Clubs Programs- Announcements * • 

F. Chambers Cooperation ^ " ' , . ' ' 

G. Government ' " ^ '. ' 

H. Schools * ' 

I. Others " ' 



HI. Method-Format 

In every message tell.' 
a.. Wliat It is- 



b. 
c. 
d. 



Wlien It IS- 

Wliy 

Wliere 

Be consistent in ail mfofmation' 
Use local situation to best advantage 
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PUBUCITY ' . „ • 

The following checidist and information on the "Count the Children" drive was distributed to Development^ Disabilities 
Directors and Area Coordinators. The, information was sent from the office of the Governor's Advocacy Council oh Children and . 
Youth and was provided by Ihp state Count the Children committee. 

Approx. Date 

Oct. 6 Sample press releases- You may fill in the blanks or piodify as you see fit and send them to local media.* 

Oct. 6 Brochures -4'fold brochure encapsulating census plan. You will receive an average jof 1000 per county. They will arrive^ 
/ in two mJiilings.* . * ^ \ 

'. • • J * 

! \ Oct. 7 Second press release* > 

V'\o •■ • • . ' ' 

' y Oct. 7-8 Press packets (brochures, press releases, and handbills)* 

•■([/ ^ • : 

t Oct. 8 Radio tapes (three 30-second spots)* 

i , ' . . 

Oct. 8 TV tapes and slides* 

^ . - * ] . ' 

} ' Oct. 8 Posters (one "slick" copy for each newspaper)* 

■■• ' . \ . 

Oct. 9 . Posters -Poste/s give basic information on Drive. Approximately 200 per county will be allocated.* 

' * ' ' m 

, Oct. 14 Flier/Registration form -Flier on one side gives basic information on census; agtyal registration form is on reverse side, 

to be filled out by parent and returned. For distribution tq school xhildren and^at drop-off sites tlvougliout county. 
Oct. 14 Registration forms- for use at registration sites, etc. 

Oct. 14 Procedures manuals-explanation on how to fill out forms; gives definitions of special needs. Approximately five copies 
per couYity be used at registration sites. It is not essential for all registrapts to see procedures manual. It is desirable 
for registrars to, have access to a manual. ^'^ 

Oct. 17 Third press release* * • , ' 



* These will be sent directly from Raleigli to all daily and weekly newspapers and all radio and TV stations (including nearby 
out-of-state stations). You will receive a sample copy of each. 
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•PyBLICITY CHtCKLlST 

1 CONTACT HDITOK OF EVFRY DAILY AND WEEKLY NEWSPAPER IN YOUR COUNTY, if possible, go to see him and 
explain the why's, when, how's, etc. ot the Drive. Askj|iim specifically to: ' 

Print a copy ot the registration form in the p)aper at least one day during the registration week. Ask him to do it free as he 
probably did with sample election ballots. We must know as soon as possible how many newspapers will print i|^free. If you 
cannot persuade him (try hard!) to print it gratis, get an estimate pn what it would cost to havp it printed. 
Ask him to respond to the Department of Human Resources and to your own news releases. Call him after each press release 
IS sent to him to ask that he print it. " ^ 

Use sarnple news releases sent to you or write ytuir own wh»»m»vf»r '^pnrc^priate and send to all local media. 
Ask him to tollow the [ireparations and progress ot the Drive and to write news stories. 

Ask him to do feature -articles on children, preferably from your county, who have special needs that are not being 
ade(|uately met. If you know of such children, ask their parents permission and then give their names to the editors. 
Fncourifge your committee n^iembers ti) write letters to the editor as many as possible relating to the Drive (e.g., parents 
^ telling how services are needed o^how drive will benefit their cliildren; letters urging community cooperation; letters referring , 
Id articles nj feature stories ijn paper). 

:. m/k1 FM RSONAL contacts with all TV AND RADIO STATIONS IN YOUR COUNTY. Ask them to: * 

( arry public service announcements sent to them on tape by the Department of Human Resources. Ask these to be run 
during prime time, esfJ^iaJly during registration week.- ^ 
^ Carry news stories aWfut the preparation, progress, etc., of the Drive and any special events related to it in your county. * 
Ask them to schedule you or a "Count the Children** spokesman on a^all^how before or during registration week. 



3. POSTEJ<S. You will receive^Tipproximately 200 HVz'' x I posters calling tijjt^ntion to "Count the Children.'/ Place posters in 
conspicuous places in every supermarket, in other stores, in laundromats*, and iifgs many other loclitions as possible. 

Don't overlook rurUl areas a small neigliborhood store in a rural area may be as important as a big supermarket in a populated 
, area. > ^ 

Ask art teachers and classroom teachers to have their students make att^ftjve posters to supplement your supply from Raleigh. 

4. CHIJRCHI-S . 

October .K)th is "Count the Children Sunday.'* Ask ministers to call attentloti to it during services. 

Ask tt) have intUrmation on theJ)riv€ printed on church programs, tn church bulletins, ^nd on the signs outside churches. 

Ask ministers to inform individujil members of their congregation who have a child with special needs. 

Meet with church clubs to recr>iit volunteers, and givt information. 

5. INFORMATION BOOTHS Try to set up information/registration tables at shopping centers, in downtovvn shopping areas, and 
at ttny lairs or special events in youj county before and during registration week. 

6. (.FNFRAL RF'MINDFRS 

Bt* sure* lo ample publicity and outreach to minority groups. Take advantage of such things as black radio stations and 

newspafiers. make contacts witli organizations, cliurches, and residential areas with minority gro*up populations. 

In counties with populated areas don't neglect the rural parts of the county. Publicity and outreach here is vital. Remember 

ccninty stores, rural sports events. ^ • . 

Remember to aim appeals at fathers as well as at mothers. ^ ' p» 

Reuiember this must be sold as a community effort. Nobody is doing you a favor ^by cooperating. The Count the Children* 

Drive should be everybody's concern. 

Distribution of brochures, posters, thers, and registrjjtion forms will be made to coordinators on an estimate of average need 
per county. Please balance your own distribution of these materials to counties based on the size, population, whether 
in-deplli county, etc. *• ^ 

Press releases, [posters and/ other publicity tliat originates witli your committee 'should emphasize phone numbers and 
registration sites. 

If ynu fiavc (jueslions. don I hosi1ate*t<) lall anyone at the state level. For PPIK* or volunteer (jueslioris, call me or I-rank 
Warren at H2^)-44}}. Mamie Hubbard («^19) 829.^921 can answer questions related to DPE and (he 10-county census. 

Danny (iraves' nurhber is (919) 829-7029. 
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Registration Cliecklwt 

1. MEET WITH SCHOOL OFFICIALS • ' * ^ ' . . , . 

Explain census procedures. , 

Get commitment of cooperation and assistance. , 

Negotiate tor registration sites^ times, etc.,- and lor loan o/ school pecsonnel. 

Arrange to hove flier/regist ration forms distributed i/J all school cliildren grades K-6 (in case they^^iiave siblings, neigiibors, 

relatives with special needs or if parents v^ant to register children fejeeiving inappropriate services in public schools). 

Arrange to retrieve alf completed forms that are^mailed to superintendent's office' or returned to schools by schoolchildren. 

2. FIND ONE OR MORE PHONE LOCATIONS IN YOUR COUNTV. ADVERTISE THE TELiEPHONE NUMBER FOR PEOPtE 
10 tALLYOR INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER PY PHONE. Tlie phone should be available and manned for at least an 
eiglit-hour period daily, (One experienced source recommendi 9:00 Aiyi.-9:00 P.M.) 

In higlily pot>ulated aretis. it may help to find a tv^o or three-lme phone (Onfe number rings on any of three phones if other 
lines are busy). County committees cannot be reimbursed for purchase of such ph*)ne Hnes. Try agencies, banks/especially 
banks), businesses, and already -existing information/referraVcrisis, etc., centers. Or, you might get an organization or business 
to donate money to purclia^e sUch phones. The Telephone Workers Association often has funds for such donations and also 
has off-duty operators who frequently vi)lunteer to ansv/er phones for projects like this. 

One or more community Volujjteers. particularly those w^lio have babysitting pjoblems, may be w^illing to stay at homeland 

liavc their t)wn phones used for information/registration lines. If they have to leave the house at times, other volunteers could 

"phone-sit" during their absence. , , 

Try to have enougli phone lines in different parts of a county so^fliat callers don't have to make long-distawce calls for 

info/registration. ' 

Be sure to publicize phoneHiumbers that you have arranged. 

Human Resources toll-free Hothne will also be available for info/registration 1^00-662-7950. » * * * 

m 

3 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Contact the heads of local clubs and organizations (church clubs, civic and service organizations, business and pro/essional 
organizations, labor unions, etc. get list from Chamber of Commerce or look in Yellow Pages under "Associations"). 

Where i)o;9ible, arrange to have'a speaker from your committee at'tend club meetings to talk about the Drive. At least provide 
copies of pamphlets to be distributed at club meetings. Ask members to: 

1 ) Register tlieir own children if they have c^ildreo with special needs. 

2) Inform people they krkuAV who have children with special needs about tlie Drive. 

3) Volunteer to help with Count the Chik)len Drive>s^ 

4. PRFPARE A SCHEDULE OF VOLUNTEERS TO MAN REGISTRATION SITES AND TELEPHONES. 

Stress to volunteers the importance of fulfilling every commitment tliey-maJce without fail. Try to identify a few "reserves" 

who can be called on short notice if a volunteer does not show up as scheduled. 

Try to arrange tor at least one agency person to be assigr^ed to each registration site at all times. 

One committee (Mecklenburg) has arranged for a professional advisory team to be within reacfi by telephone to help 
Volunteers ans wer J^ 'hnical questions. This is an excellent idea! 

The same committc^e is holding volunteer training sessions one in the afternoon and one in the evening to enable all 
^ volunteers to attend. 

5. AGENCY INVOLVEMENT 

All pubhc and private agencies v/ho have contact with parents should be asked to notify their clients who have children with 
special needs and mform the clients and/or assist them in registering. Such agency personnel should have copies of the 
registration form (perhaps with fiier on ba^k) and should have adequate training or information. These agencies should 
include, but not be limited to: ^ 

I ) Social Services 5) Ct)urt Counselors 

\^ 2) I^iblic Health , 6) Hospital CHnics 

^ 3) Mental Health . 7) DE-C's 

\) Vocation Rehabilitation 8) Private pediatricians \ 



(). Rl-GISTRAIiOI^ FORM I)ROP-Of-F SITLS Certairi crucul locations should be provided with flier/registration forms. Form 
i»hi>uKi he available at tacii)ries. doctor's oftlces, banks, beauty parlors, and other places where people gather. , 

"7 DAY rARI- CI NTFRS All day care centers (tor handicapped and normal children) that you can possibly locale should *be 
asked tu inti)rrii parents ot chiWren with .special needs of the Drive and in many cases to assist them in registering. They should 
Re pri)vided with ^urne lorrns and rniglit be willing to mail Hier/registrat^on forms to parents with their own cover letter. You 
»nuy wi^h'io ahsure day care centers that school registration witl^not endanger their programs: that schoofiag^jiildren should 
have the oppornmitv in atfend public schimls; ,that there may be a p'ossibility for.^c6rvtxact& bei^een public scHools' and their 
facilities, thai pre whool and aJter-school programs will always be in great demand. ^ 

H. Rl SIDINTIAI F-ACILITII'S Any grcnip.homes or private institutions in your county that house cliildren with special needs 
should K- asked to inforni .yul assist paren*^ or guardians ol thJ^se children to register the diildren. 

\>. RF TRIhVAF OF F ()RA1S Keep a Hst of all agencies and locations where you leave registration forms. During the week of 
Octxibcr please check each h)catu)n to retrieve ci)mpletLxi forms. Many forms will be mailed to the office of the 

•sui^ennicntlent ot sch(M)ls. Be sure thai such forms are aisc) retrieved. 



IMPORTANTv One very dtective way lo reach/ 
laniilies of children with special 
needs is to ask Social Services. Men- 
t.il ffealth. F^iblic Health and all 
agencies serving high risk families t() 
include reguslration r(ums.and/(U 
fliers with every mailing t() these 
lamihes' 
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CENSUS REGISTRATION FORM 

(Please Print/ 



I. 








1 c 




Identification Number 


NAME.OF PERSON REPORTING /RELATldNSHIP 
, , TO CHILD 


IL 












AGE 




NAME OF CHUD {Last 


First Middle) 


III. 




/ 








MALE 


FEMALE 


BIRTHDATE: MONTHo 


DAY YEAR 








GUARDIAN/PARENT 


1 








GUARDIAN/PARENT ADDRESS PHONE 


IV. 


PRESENT STATUS OF CHILD 








A. I. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 


Not present for public day school. 

In public day school receiving appropriate service. 

In public day school not receiving appropriate services. 

Excluded from public day scho61. 

On waiting list for {program). 






B. I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 


Recei^T.ng homebound instruction. 
In approved private progra^m. 
Residential program (includes 
instituliof!^, care centers, 
and schools). 
In detention home. 
Dropped out of school. 
Graduated from public day school. 


n 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

• 


Employed in community 

In continuing education program. 

In sheltered workshop. 

In out-of-state program. 

At home. 

Withdrawn from school. 
Receiving services from 

;^ {agency). 


V. 


SPECIAL NEEDS - Indicate primary special need 








1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 

• 7, 


Hearing Impaired (includes deaf) 
Speech and/or Language Impaired 
Visually Impaired (includes blind) 
Physically Handicapped/Crippled 
(includes /epilepsy) 
Emotionally Troubled 
Mentally Handicapped ~ mild, 
moderate, severe, profound 
Learning Disabled 


8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

14. 


Gifted and Talented 

Autistic 

Hospitalized 

Homebound (chronic illness and others 

Pregnant"School Age Girl 

Socially Maladjusted (adjudicated 

delinquent) 

Multihandicapped 


VL 


DIAGNOSIS 










I. 

■2: 


Confirmed 
Pending 


Return to ^ our local office of 
Superintendent of Schools. ' 

Any questions? Call HOTLINE (tdll free) 



1-800-662-7950. 
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(Middle) 



3. Parent or Guard iar/j; Name: 



(lost) . 
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(Street) 
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EDUCATIONAL STATUS 



7, Has the child ever attended any type of school*^ 



Yes 



No 



8. If Yes. last school attended; 



Name: 



l>ocation: 



9. F or what reason is the child not attendini^ school: 

( hjld IS institutionahzcd. if m). where * ^ 

Child IS blind or otherwise visually impaired 

_ _ (*hild IS deaf or otherwise aurally impaired 
Child IS mentally rciarded 
Child IS physically handicapped (crippled) 



Date: 
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(luld ha*i scHOun health problem. 

Child H di^dvantapcd or from migrant family 

Religious conflict 

Child ha^ dropped out 
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Other 
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•J 

11 If yes. what is the name ol the agency and the type ol service: 
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No 



12. How did you hear about Idaho Project (*hild f ind'^ (Please check) 
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